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USD GRADUATION MAY 25

University of San Diego graduation ceremonies will be held
Sunday, May 25 in the Civic Theatre for 560 students.
The USD Law School will award 248 J.D. degrees in a 10:30 a.m.
ceremony.

Former Governor of Oregon, Tom L. McCall, will be the

keynote speaker and will be awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws
degree.

Of the 248 graduating law students, 29 are women.

Graduate degrees will be awarded to 109 students, with 203
receiving bachelor's degrees at ceremonies planned for 3:00 p.m.
in the Civic Theatre.

An additional 80 students have completed

requirements for California teaching credentials.
Graduate degrees awarded include: Master .of Business Administration,
Master of ~rts, Master of Science, Master of Arts in Teaching, and
Master of Education.
Undergraduate degrees include: Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration, BS in Nursing, Bachelor of Arts in Arts and Sciences
and in Education.
Honorary Doctor of Laws degrees will be aw ar ded to McCall, Miss
Vikki Carr, and to 1g65 USD alumnus His Royal Highness Prince Sattam
al-Saud of Saudi Arabia.
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VIKKI CARR TO BE HONORED BY USD
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 3/17/75
Dr. Author E. Hughes, President of the University of San Diego, today
announced that Miss Vikki Carr (Florencia Bisenta de Casilla Martinez
Cardona) will receive an honorary Doctor of Laws degree for her work for
~exican-American students and institutions which she supports.
has accepted the President's invitation.

Miss Carr

The degree will be conferred

during commencement excercises at the Civic Theater on May 25.
Miss Carr established The Vikki Carr Scholarship Foundation in 1970.
The Foundation is supported almost entirely by her own earnings as a
performer.

More than SO awards have been made to students attending colleges

all over the country.
Miss Carr has been honored for her work on behalf of the American Lung
Association, named Los Angeles Times "Woman of the Year" in 1970 and in
1975, she was honored by the National Conference of Christians and Jews.
Her benefit performances and televisio n appeals have greatly assisted
Mexican-American organizations such as "Nosotros," the Cancer Society,
USO, Bi-lingual Education programs and scholars hips .
Miss Carr is recognized for her assistance to bilingual/bicultural
education, and for her financial assistance to Catholic and Mexican-American
university and high school students.
As an entertainer she has appeared at the London Palladium, a Royal
Command Performance for the Queen of England (1967), at ·the White House
in 1970 and in 1973 for the Inaugural Celebration in Washington.
Her numerous records and albums include "Vikki Carr en Espanol," the
profits of which go to her Scholarship Foundation.
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VIKKI CARR -- BIO

Miss Vikki Carr was born Florencia Bisenta de Casilla Martinez
Cardona in El Paso, Texas, the eldest of seven children of Carlos Cardona,
a construction engineer.

She grew up in the San Gabriel Valley, just

east of Los Angeles. At Rosemead High School she studied music and drama,
and took leading roles in the school's musical productions.

She sang on

weekends with local bands until graduation, when she was offered the
soloist's spot with the Pepe Callahan Mexican-Irish Band.
After a western tour, she was signed by Liberty Records, toured
Australia, and worked on the "Ray Anthony" TV series.

Since then she has

starred on major network variety shows, and has taped six Vikki Carr
specials for London Weekend TV.

She has performed in nightclubs all over

the world, plus a three-week tour of military bases in Vietnam.
She made her musical comedy debut in Kansas City's Starlight Theatre
as Lt. Nellie Forbush in "South Pacific."

In 1972 she guest starred on

"Mod Squad" and thereafter appeared in other television dramas.
She has performed for Queen Elizabeth II at a Royal Command Performance
in London, as brought the Vikki Carr Show to the London Palladium.
In 1970 she performed in concert for President Nixon and her fellow
guests at the White House State Dinner in honor of the President of
Venezuela, and in 1973 she performed at Kennedy Music Center for the
Inagural Celebration in Washington.
In 1972 she played at Mexico City's Hotel ~ristos and filmed two
television specials.

As a result, she was named "Visiting Entertainer of

the Year" by Mexico. That year she was also named "Singer of the Year"
by the American Guild of Variety Artists.
She has had many hit singles, and 26 best selling ~lbums. She received
a special award from the Nevada Lung Association for her work on behalf of
the rights of non-smokers. She was named 1974 and 1975 Chairman of the
MORE
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Christmas Seal Campaign, received the Los Angeles Times' "Woman of the
Year" award in 1970, and in 1975 was honored by the National Conference
of Christians and Jews.
The Vikki Carr Scholarship Foundation, which she established in 1970,
is supported almost entirely by her own earnings as a performer. She has
awarded more than SO scholarships, totaling over $55,000 to students
placed all over the country. The scholarships are designed to assist
qualified young Mexican-Americans of limited means to attend the college
or university of their choice.
She has participated in benefit performances of all kinds to raise
funds for various causes, including: Nosotros, St. Jude's Hospital in
Tennessee, the Cancer Society, Heart Association, Easter Seals, Bi-Lingual
Education, United Service Organization, and Aid to Veterans.

She has also

helped support Holy Cross High School, San Antonio Catholic ~rchdiocese.
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CITATION
It is within the province and indeed, the responsibility of a universit)
to recognize singular contributions of an individual to the life, progress and
endurance of our society and national endeavour.

Today the University of San

Diego, in fulfillment of this obligation, takes a moment in man's precious
commodity: TIME.

We single out Miss Vikki Carr as not only deserving, but

having earned its notice.
Miss Carr, born in El Paso, a part of the state of the thirty-sixth
President of the United States, has devoted her life not to the limited pursuit
of professional acclaim, but rather to the service of the origins of the people
from which she sprang.

She has given of her talents and her time to projects

which aid, assist, and promote the welfare of mankind.
support for various causes is legion.

The list of her

Among others they include St. Jude's

Hospital in Tennessee, the American Cancer Society, the American Heart Association, and especially, her continued support for Holy Cross High School, San
Antonio, Texas.
In addition, Miss Carr has a remarkable record of achievement in her
chosen field of music, and has appeared before Queen Elizabeth II of the United
Kingdom, the President of the United States, the President of Venezuela, and
in 1973, she performed at the Kennedy Memorial Center for the Performing Arts
for the inaugural celebration in Washington, District of Columbia.
Fluent in English and Spanish, not alone linguistically, but in mind
and spirit, Miss Carr brings to America a singular combination of two cultures
that have made America great, historical, and viable.

Because of all the

elements put forth in this document, the University of San Diego rises with
justifiable pride and confers upon Miss Vikki Carr the Degree of Doctor of .
Laws, honoris causa.

Chairman, Board of Trustees
Date:

President of the University

